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Faster Loading of EFT 
 
 
Introduction 
Currently, the Engineering Field Tools (EFT) program can take over a minute to fully load.  Also, the 
EFT Splash Screen may take a long time to appear, giving the user the impression that nothing is 
happening.  Often, users will execute the program again, resulting in multiple instances of the 
program.  

This is happening because of settings within McAfee Virus Protection that scans programs when they 
are accessed the first time after a user logs in.  To fix this issue, EFT needs to be added to McAfee’s 
exclusion list of files that do not need to be scanned when executed. 
 
Method to Add Exclusions to McAfee On-Access Scanning 
Two folders need to be added to McAfee’s On-Access scanning exclusion list:  

• C:\Program Files\USDA\EFT 
• C:\Program Files\Java 

 
1. In the system tray, right-click on the McAfee VirusScan On-Access Scan icon. 

 
  
2. Click on “On-Access Scan Properties…”, then 

 
 
3. Choose “All Processes” on the left side, then choose the “Detection” tab to see this screen: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on the Exclusions... button to bring up the Set 
Exclusions window. 
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4. Click on the Add… button to bring up the Add Exclusion Item window 

 
 
 
5. Click the Browse… button to locate the folders to exclude. 

 
 
 
 

Navigate to C:\Program Files\USDA\EFT, and press the 
OK button. 

 
                  
                   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Check the “Also exclude subfolders” checkbox 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uncheck the “On write” checkbox.  This will only exclude 
scanning when reading from this folder.   
 
Press OK. 
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6. To add the Java folder, repeat by pressing Add… again on the Set Exclusions window, press 

Browse… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Navigate to C:\Program Files\Java, and press OK. 
 
 
 
Again, check “Also exclude subfolders” and uncheck “On 
write” and press OK.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
7. The 2 added exclusions will show as below.  Press OK, then OK once more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
These settings will stick until ITS sends out an update that changes this exclusion list.  This doesn’t 
seem to happen too frequently.  Adding these exclusions does not require administrative privileges.  
Note that the EFT team is working to add these exclusions through ITS to make them permanent. 
 
  
 
 
 


